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The Broadview Canterbury Tales is a new edition of the complete tales in a text based on the

famous Ellesmere Manuscript. Here one may read a Middle English text that is closer to what

Chaucer's scribe, Adam Pinkurst, actually wrote than that in any other modern edition. Unlike most

editions, which draw on a number of manuscripts to recapture Chaucer's original intention, this

edition preserves the text as it was found in one influential manuscript. Spellings have not been

standardized, the order of the lines and passages has not been altered, the text has only been

emended when absolutely necessary for sense, and the original marginal glosses are noted

throughout. The edition includes English glosses on the side of the page, and the introduction and

notes address aspects of medieval culture, history, and language that may need explanation. A

sampling of illustrations from the original manuscript is also included, along with a selection of other

works that give the reader a rich sense of the cultural, political, and literary worlds in which Chaucer

lived.
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Chaucer, The Canterbury Tales (Original-Spelling Edition). Edited by Jill Mann. Penguin Classics,

2005. ISBN 014042234X.The Canterbury Tales itself needs no review, as Chaucer is universally

acknowledged to be the greatest English poet after Shakespeare and Milton. As Chaucer's

Prologue explains, the Tales are stories told by pilgrims en route to Canterbury. They range from



tales of courtly love to bawdy farce to fable. Chaucer is a storyteller, and it might surprise some

modern people just how entertaining a seven-hundred-year-old collection of stories might

be.Unfortunately, the English language has changed since Chaucer's time, making it difficult for

modern English readers to enjoy the Canterbury Tales without a bit of work. Chaucer wrote in a

dialect of Middle English (ME) which is a direct ancestor of Present Day English (PDE). This

relationship makes Chaucer much easier to read than other dialects of ME further removed from

PDE, such as that in which the Gawain poet wrote. Chaucer's vocabulary, consisting mainly of

words derived from French and Old English, is also easier than the Gawain poet's. With a little

concentration, the modern reader will probably find many ME words that looked unintelligible are

actually similar to PDE words. (This edition includes a note on "Chaucer's Language" which

explains Middle English grammar well, but due to its use of grammatical terminology, it will be

helpful only to those who already know what such things as pluperfect and genitive singular mean.)

Getting used to Middle English will take time, but it's worth it.Now for this particular edition. I found it

well edited, with glosses at the bottom of each page and detailed endnotes, which occupy about a

third of the volume.

There is no getting around the fact that I am one of those individuals who struggled with this work

and struggled with Middle English. I was first introduced, to some degree, to this early ancestor of

our language in high school. I am sorry to report that most of it went well over my head, for the most

part due to laziness on my part. Later in college I received strong doses of Middle English, and

strong doses of this particular work. Being older helped; there was greater understanding on my

part, but still, I felt I was missing much. Yes, I did the work and produced the grades as all must do if

they want to graduate, but still, I just did not get it. I am also one of those people who has been

blessed or cursed, depending on how you look at it, with an acute literary curiosity and can be at

times, rather tenacious when I go after something. I dearly wanted to have some understanding (at

least more than I had) of this particular work. Enter this book!I have never been and never will be,

nor do I have a desire to be an expert in Middle English. That being said though, and in lieu of my

statement above, I have always been drawn to this particular work and have searched through

many different translations and editions of Chaucer's writing to find just the right one, the one I could

connect with. I found it in this chunky edition.As has been stated, it does take some work; but that is

okay as this edition is well footnoted, has a wonderful glossary of explanatory notes and gives the

full tale, which makes the reading much less intimidating for someone like me. When I feel the need,

this is the volume I turn to. Now I have found that if I hear something and then read it, I get far more



out of the work. I have approached this work with a three pronged attack.
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